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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 4977 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PORG, MO, UN, SS 

SUB J : MOROCCAN POSITION ON PROPOSED OAU EXTRAORDINARY SAHARA 
SUMMIT AT LUSAKA 

REF: RABAT 4936 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS NOTED REFTEL, FONMIN LARAKI GAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
LIBREVILLE SEPT. 7 ADDRESSING FOR THE FIRST TIME THE QUESTION OF 
THE PROPOSED LUSAKA SUMMIT ON THE SAHARA. ACCORDING TO THE 
OFFICIAL NEWS AGENCY MAP STORY ON THE CONFERENCE, LARAKI RAISED 
BOTH PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE OBJECTIONS TO THE HOLDING OF THE 
CONFERENCE, ALTHOUGH HE SAID MOROCCO WOULD ATTEND IF ITS CONDITIONS 
WERE MET. TWO OF THESE CONDITIONS WERE THE ATTAINMENT OF A TWO- 
THIRDS QUORUM, WHICH HE INSISTED HAD BEEN PART OF THE LIBREVILLE 
AGREEMENT, AND THAT THE OAU FIND A WAY TO FINANCE THE CONFERENCE, 
RATHER THAN ALGERIA AND ''OTHERS" WHO ARE FINANCING POLISARIO. 
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ANOTHER CONDITION WAS THAT MOROCCO WOULD ON ACCEPT ELECTED SAHARAN 
REPS AS PARTICIPANTS. POLISARIO WOULD BE EXCLUDED, AS THE OAU 
DID NOT RECOGNIZE IT EITHER AS A MEMBER OR AS A LEGITIMATE 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT. LARAKI ALSO COMPLAINED THAT OAU SECGEN 
ETEKI HAD VIOLATED THE LIBREVILLE AGREEMENTS FOR THE EXTRA- 
ORDINARY SUMMIT BY BYPASSING PRESIDENT BONGO. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. A SEPARATE MAP ITEM QUOTED "AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES” IN 
LIBREVILLE AS STATING THAT THE GABONESE FONMIN HAD SENT A LETTER 
TO ETEKI ON AUGUST 27 CALLING ATTENTION TO THE NEED TO CONSULT 
WITH OAU MEMBERS TO FIX A SUMMIT DATE AND THEN TO INFORM THE OAU 
PRESIDENT OF THE RESULTS OF THESE CONSULTATIONS SO THAT THE 
LATTER COULD CONVOKE THE SUMMIT. ETEKI WAS ACCUSED OF HAVING 
IGNORED THIS ORDER AND. WITHOUT INFORMING BONGO, UNILATERALLY 
CONVOKING THE SUMMIT IN VIOLATION OF BOTH THE OAU CHARTER AND 
THE PROCEDURES AGREED UPON AT LIBREVILLE. 

3. COMMENT: MOROCCO HAS THUS THROWN THE GAUNTLET BEFORE 
THOSE PUSHING FOR THE ETEKI PROPOSED OCTOBER 5-10 MEETING. EVEN 
SHOULD THE QUORUM AND FINANCING QUESTIONS BE RESOLVED TO MOROCCO'S 
SATISFACTION, THE GOM HAS NOW RAISED PUBLICY A FURTHER CONTENTIOUS 
QUESTION BY POSING STIFF CONDITION ON THE "SAHARA PEOPLES” ISSUE. 

THE GOM OBVIOUSLY HOPES TO EXCLUDE POLISARIO REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD 
THE CONFERENCE EVER CONVENE, SOMETHING WHICH THE GOM CONTINUES 
TO HOPE WILL NOT HAPPEN. 

ANDERSON 
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